SJFM Meeting Minutes
Meeting:
Date of Meeting:
Location:

George Street Redevelopment and Proposed Market
September 11, 2008 (11:00-12:00)
City Hall, Conference Room B (4th floor)

Who attended:

Colin Greene
Lori Greene
Sarah Hansen
Laurel Anne Hasler
Kathleen Parewick
Devon Crosby
(Emily and Mark sent their regrets)

From the City:

Ken O’Brien, Manager of Planning and Information
Ron Penney, Chief Commissioner/City Solicitor
Cliﬀ Johnston, Director of Planning

City is proposing to spend $421,00 on a market on George Street.
What the City said:
Where they are in this process:
•
Did this study; some studies get funded and move forward, some don’t
•
Partnered with the George Street Association
•
Currently at the Public Hearing stage
•
Looking for cost-sharing, including:
o Federal government
o ACOA
•
Nothing will happen anytime soon
•
Trying to acquire land (Note: Lions Club actually owned by the City.)
The George Street Market:
•
Proposed in order to attract more people to the street during the day
•
In consultation with the DDC (need business community on-side)
•
Problem: Can’t compete with established businesses: they don’t want to
oﬀer ANYTHING already being sold by a downtown business (coﬀee,
clothing, even baked goods)
What we discussed:
1) What a farmers’ market is
2) History/chronology of SJFM
3) Our mandate
4) Our budget (revenues and expenses)
5) Farmers’ Markets across Canada
Basically, we shared what we’ve learned and expressed our desire for a partnership so
the market will be successful and become an integral part of St. John’s.
Minutes recorded by:
Laurel Anne Hasler
(SJFM Committee Secretary)
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Specifically, we mentioned:
•
Vendors – How much work went into getting vendors, especially farmers;
that the City could use ours; how we select vendors (anything made or
grown locally) and why it is important that vendor fees are low;
•
Indoor facilities - Necessity for the market to be inside, with capabilities of
being outside. (Every other city has a permanent location – this is
NECESSARY); Colin’s drawing: two-story building in the space they’ve
suggested could double the space.
•
Lori gave a great overview of what a “traditional” farmers’ market is (i.e., not
just produce), what a market can oﬀer to the community, to vendors, for
community building, etc.
•
Positive responses we’ve received from vendors;
•
Positive feedback we’ve received on CBC website, Facebook, etc. (gave
them a handout)
•
Our budget - revenues and expenses so far.
•
Mentioned other markets: e.g., Halifax Market; Moncton market, which
started out as a cooperative; the City now funds it, but they’re left
autonomous to manage themselves. Working very well.
•
Feasibility study: how markets work in other cities in Canada
•
That a full-time market manager is necessary.
•
Put forth the argument that the Farmers’ Market is an EVENT that attracts
more people downtown and as a result has the eﬀect of creating MORE
business for everyone (and won’t take away from downtown businesses
even if we sell some of the same types of products).
•
Mentioned the tourism potential of the market.
•
Told them we are exploring other locations, including the CEI Club.
Public Meeting:

September 23, 2008 @ 7pm
City Hall

To do:

We need to write a letter to Ken O’Brien et al. saying we would
like to partner with them on this venture.
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